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Eternal City throughout the year. The pilgrims' alms con-
siderably added to the papal treasury; and, by order of the
Lord Alexander P.P. VI, these exclusively were set aside
for the pacification of the States of the Church in the
Romagna; a magnificent example of the political foresight
which secured the temporal possessions of the Holy See
during three hundred and seventy years, till 1870. Before
the end of the year 1500 the splendour of Duke Cesare de
Valentinois was increased by the title of Gonfaloniere of
the Holy Roman Church; and, with the ample funds of the
Jubilee, he had enlarged his army by the acquisition of
several squadrons of French mercenaries, for a new ex-
pedition into the rebellious provinces.
During the first year of the Sixteenth Century, ajx 1501,
the Apostolic Ablegate Cardinal Raymond Perauld came
to an agreement with the Diet at Niirnberg: and the project
of a Crusade was improved by the formation of a new
league of the Papacy with Venice and Hungary, (the two
countries which lay at the mercy of the Muslim Infidel;)
and by some naval successes with the conquest of Santa
Maura by Bishop Giacopo da Pesaro.
In the spring, Duke Cesare marched his reinforced army
to beleaguer Faenza. There, the citizens had constructed a
bastion during the winter at the convent of the Friars
Minor-of-the-Observance outside the walls. On the twelfth
of April, this defence was taken by the Duke Cesare, who
installed a park of artillery to breach the citadel The brave
Faenzesi made sorties from their city for grain and cattle:
but the effect of famine soon began to tell (This account
of the siege is Canon Sebastiano di Zaccaria's.) The rich
shared their bread and wine with the poor. When money
for paying the soldiers failed, the priests and monks gave
the sacred vessels. Women took part in the defence, throw-
ing stones from the walls, or strengthening the gabions

